Introduction to Daniel 7

1. Daniel seven is one of the most misunderstood chapters in all the prophetic writings, with interpreters almost uniformly missing the point of what Daniel records here.

2. The vast majority of interpreters understand this chapter to be nothing more than a further expansion and explanation of chapter two.

3. While there are others that recognize that this chapter is not a recasting of Daniel 2 in different language, their interpretations are often lacking in substance.

a. One person views the lion with eagle’s wings as the orthodox Catholic faith.

b. Another views the lion with the wings of an eagle as a coalition of the US, Britain, and Israel.

4. Even those who come close to correctly identifying the beasts and their significance are often so unsound doctrinally that people easily dismiss their work.

5. There are several reasons why Daniel two and Daniel seven do not address the same situations and are completely unrelated.

6. The first is that Daniel two was explicitly interpreted as having to do with a succession of world empires, beginning with Babylon and ending with the Revived Roman Empire.

a. Note the phrase will arise.  Dan. 2:39

b. Note the use of the term rx;a; (‘achar--after).  Dan. 2:39

c. Each successive kingdom is introduced by a w (waw), which are properly translated as then.  Dan. 2:39,40
7. Daniel seven deals with four kingdoms (symbolized by the four animals) that appear to him simultaneously; these four kingdoms are to be undersstood as contemporaneous with one another, not as succeeding one another.
a. The four beasts appear simultaneously, which suggests no passage of time; the statue in Daniel is clearly marked by elements that indicate a temporal sequence that extends from the time of Nebuchadnezzar to the Millennial Kingdom.  

b. The key interpretative element that proves this view is the use of the preposition md;q\ (qadham), before it, or in the presence of it.  Dan. 7:7

c. This preposition is used extensively in biblical Aramaic and, of the 46 times it is used, it never has a temporal function (before) but must always be translated in the presence of.  Ezra 4:18,23; Dan. 2:9,25, 7:10 et al
8. Further, when this vision was given to Daniel, it was evident that historical Babylon was already on the scene and was the dominant kingdom.

9. The kingdom of Babylon ruled from 626-539 BC and the dream is generally dated to sometime in the year 554-553 BC.
10. Since the kingdom of Babylon was already present (it was actually at its zenith), there is no possible way to identify the first beast that will arise as the Babylonian Empire under Nebuchadnezzar.
11. Beyond that, Daniel is told in verse twelve that after the fourth beast had been slain, the other three were granted an extension of life for an appointed period of time.  Dan. 7:12

12. Given the clear biblical facts and the modern historical realities, it is not justifiable to adopt the opinion that the empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome existed together (each one clearly is succeeded by another), or that they exist as empires today.
13. Each of those kingdoms had its moment in history and was displaced by another kingdom; it passed on and its power and dominion passed to the nation that succeeded it.

14. Since the fourth beast is clearly present with the first three, and one can readily identify the fourth beast as the Revived Roman Empire, which is present at the time of the Second Advent, one is forced to the conclusion that the first three beasts must be understood as nations that exist in the last days.  Dan. 7:3,11-12

15. Beyond all these facts, if the vision of chapter seven was simply a recapitulation of chapter two, Daniel must not have been a very astute believer since he did not recognize this to be the case.

16. Daniel clearly understood the dream of Nebuchadnezzar and provided the correct interpretation of that dream; he clearly does not understand this vision and asks someone else to interpret it for him.  Dan. 7:16ff

17. Further, there is no evidence that Daniel was in any way alarmed by the dream of Nebuchadnezzar or its interpretation; however, this vision is so clearly different that Daniel was very troubled by it.  Dan. 7:15

18. The faulty interpretation of Daniel 7 is based on lack of attention to these critical details and/or poor exegesis.

19. Once the erroneous view that these two chapters were about the same subject matter was accepted and that view became entrenched as the correct interpretation, it has been nearly impossible to get people to reconsider their position or address this error.

20. However, there is no principle of hermeneutics that allows interpreters to superimpose the interpretation of one passage over another passage in clear violation of the language, grammar, and context.

7:1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel saw a dream and visions in his mind as he lay on his bed; then he wrote the dream down and related the following summary of it.  {insep.prep. B + f.s.n.const. hn"v. in a year—f.s.adj. dx; first--insep.prep. l + Belshazzar–m.s.n.const. %l,m, king of--prop.noun lb,B' Babylon--prop.noun laYEnID'  Daniel—Peal pf. 3ms hz"x]  to see or behold—m.s.n. ~l,xe a dream—waw + m.p.n.const. Wzx/ what is seen, visions, appearances—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. Vare of his head, inside his mind— supply as he was lying--insep.insep.prep. l[; + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. bK;v.mi a couch or bed, a place for reclining—insep.prep. B + adv. !yId;a/ then, at that time--Peal pf. 3ms. bt;K. to write or inscribe—d.a. + c.s.n. ~l,xe the dream—Peal pf. 3ms rm;a] to say or relate—m.s.n.const. vare head, beginning, “summary of”—f.p.n. hL'mi things, matters} 
7:2 Daniel said, "I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea.  {prop.noun Daniel—Peal part.m.s. hn"[' responding--waw + Peal part.m.s. rm;a] and said—Peal pf. 1s hw"h] periphrastic; I became—Peal part.m.s. hz"x] looking—insep.prep. B + m.s.n.const. + 1s suff. Wzx/ in my vision—insep.insep.prep. ~[i used spatially to mean with and used temporally, in, during—d.a. + m.s.n. yleyle night, nightime—waw + interjection. Wra] look, behold, pay attention—f.s.adj. [B;r>a; four--f.p.n.const. x;Wr winds, breaths, spirits—d.a. + m.p.n. !yIm;v. sky, heaven, most often used of God’s abode—Aphel part.f.p x;yGI to burst forth, to cause to burst out, stirring up, churning up; aphel stem is causative, causing a churning—insep.prep. l introduces the object—d.a. + m.s.n. ~y: the sea--d.a. + m.s.adj. br; the great} 

7:3 "And four huge beasts were coming up from the sea, different from one another.  {waw + f.s.n. [B;r>a;  four—f.p.n. aw"yxe living things, beasts—f.p.adj. br; great, large, notable, huge--Peal part.f.p. qles. arising, coming up—insep.prep. !mi + d.a. + m.s.n. ~y: from the sea--Peal part.f.p. an"v' to change, to be different— f.s.adj. aD' this one—insep.insep.prep. !mi + f.s.adj. aD' lit. this one from this one}
Exposition vs. 1-3

1. This chapter continues the biblical Aramaic section of Daniel and will be the last chapter in that language before reverting to Hebrew.

2. The book of Daniel now turns from various episodes in Daniel’s life to a series of visions and revelations that were granted to him in the latter part of his career

3. Daniel provides a chronological note at the beginning of the chapter to fix the precise time of this dream that was comprised of various visions.
4. While there is some disagreement as to how one is to date the first year of Belshazzar, a date of 554-553 BC satisfies all the data that is available.

5. Nabonidus, father of Belshazzar, assumed the throne in about 556-555 BC but Belshazzar did not assume the throne as co-regent until approximately two or three years later.

6. The usual procedure of kings in that period was not to appoint the crown prince to actual kingly status until the father had reigned at least a few years as the sole monarch; he would establish his rule before sharing any power with a co-regent.
7. This date is approximately 14 years before the fall of Babylon to the Medo-Persian Empire under the leadership of Cyrus the Great in 539 BC.
8. This dream occurred some 9-10 years following the death of Nebuchadnezzar, who had ruled from 605-562 BC.

9. The timing of this dream, comprised of its related visions, is critical to the correct interpretation of this chapter and is placed at the very beginning of the chapter to emphasize its importance.

10. As stated in the introduction to this chapter, historical Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar was already present on the historical scene and cannot be a nation that will arise (will come on to the stage of human history.
11. This dream (singular) occured during one night and was comprised of a number of visual images that were impressed on the mind of Daniel.

12. The fact that Daniel was sleeping in his bed emphasizes the absence of external stimulation that would have prompted this dream.

13. If one truly accepts that Daniel understood the dream of chapter two and understood it clearly, why would this revelation even be necessary if it were dealing with the exact same subject matter?

14. At the minimum, that might suggest that Daniel had not understood the previous revelation and God gave it to him in a different form to aid in his understanding.

15. However, as pointed out in the introduction this would cast some doubt on Daniel’s actual ability to understand what God chose to reveal.

16. Immediately upon waking, Daniel makes certain that he does not forget any of the content of the dream; he gets up and writes down the particulars.

17. The document he penned has been preserved throughout history (not the original) so that any believer since that time could study it profitably.  IITim. 3:16

18. However, one should recognize that since this particular vision relates to the time just before the Millennial Kingdom, students of the Bible living before the founding of America would not have been able to accurately identify these nations.

19. Some have taken the verb related to mean that Daniel provided a verbal recitation of the dream to some of his contemporaries, which appears to be the case; the use of the verbs answering and saying indicates that Daniel was likely responding verbally to a person or persons.

20. Daniel employs the same periphrastic construction that he had used in earlier in this book to indicate that this was not merely a quick or casual observation but a fixed state (staring, gazing) within the dream.  Dan. 2:31, 4:10,13
21. In the passages that employ this construction, it does not appear that the subject was necessarily looking for something; nevertheless, he was provided information about the future.  Dan. 4:4-5,10
22. God obviously has a great interest in revealing His plan to those who are interested in the Divine viewpoint; however, He consistently hides His plan from those who are negative and don’t want to know the truth.  Matt. 11:25-26

23. As Daniel was looking in his dream, which he now classifies as a vision, he observed the tumultuous sea being stirred up by four great winds.

24. While term vision can mean refer to how something appears overtly (Dan. 7:20 “appearance”), in most cases, it is used to indicate the subject was observing a divine revelation.  Dan. 2:19, 4:2
25. The vision was not an image seen with the eyes; rather, it was a mystical experience that took place in the mind of the prophet, with clearly defined mental images.

26. It appears that the Old Testament prophets distinguished between dreams in the night and night visions simply by whether they were awake or not.

27. The first thing that Daniel saw arrested his attention and he seeks to arrest the reader by the use of the term behold!
28. He observes a large sea that is in a state of tumult because it is being agitated by winds coming from the four directions of the compass.  Jer. 49:36; Dan. 8:8
29. The fact that the sea is called great has caused some to identify this as the Mediterranean Sea (Num. 34:6-7; Josh. 1:4) but such is not necessarily the case.  

30. Here, the text is dealing with a symbolic sea that is to be properly identified as the mass of Gentiles that dominates the world order just prior to the return of Christ.  Isa. 8:6-8, 17:12-13; Jere. 47:2; Rev. 13:1, 17:1-2

31. When Daniel received the interpretation of this dream he was told that the sea actually corresponded to the earth (more properly, its inhabitants) and the animals corresponded to kings/nations.  Dan. 7:17

32. The reason that it is called a great sea is to emphasize the vast numbers of humanity that are involved; currently there are around 7 billion people, most of whom are godless and negative, which leaves them quite vulnerable to powerful spiritual forces.  Isa. 57:20-21
33. The term x;Wr (ruach—wind) has a corresponding Hebrew form and can be translated as wind, breath, or spirit; it must be translated according to the context.

34. The winds are to be understood as spiritual forces acting on the human race; even though these spiritual forces are unseen, they still exercise their very powerful influence on the sea of humanity.  Acts 2:2

35. The people of earth, living in the last days are pictured as being in great turmoil, churning in reaction and chaos because of these winds; other prophecy indicates that they are engaging in a Satanic conspiracy to cast off the rule of God permanently.  Ps. 2:1ff

36. The fact that these four winds are related to Heaven is designed to emphasize the fact that God still controls all the unseen spiritual forces in the angelic conflict, advancing history according to His perfect plan.  Rev. 7:1

37. As Daniel observes the raging sea, he sees four great beasts coming up, which translates the Peal participle of qles. (seleq--to come up, to ascend).
38. The participle is normally  used to convey current or simultaneous action; there is some question as to whether all four beasts appeared simultaneously or if they arose in a sequence before Daniel.
39. In either case, what is apparent from verse 7 is that all four beasts end up present before Daniel at the same time; the numbering may indicate the order in which they arose or the order in which Daniel saw them.
40. This indicates that all four beasts (nations) are present on the earth at the same time; they are to be recognized as historical contemporaries. 

41. Daniel observes that all four of the beasts were different, demonstrating that he carefully considered each of that and recognized the differences.
42. The fact that Daniel notices that the beasts all differ from one another should not be surprising since the differences in race, culture, and geographic location would make each of the nations unique.
43. Their very nature as beasts serves to underscore that those within these kingdoms lack spiritual understanding and present mankind as being dominated by the lower animal nature.  Ps. 49:20, 73:22; Eccles. 3:18
44. The four beasts are described by the adjective great (large, notable, powerful), indicating that these are very significant kingdoms that would be easily identified and and do not refer to less significant nations.
45. Therefore, knowing that the final beast is present on earth at the time of the final seven years and the Second Advent, one must confine his search for the proper identification of these nations to the time prior to the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom.
46. Additionally, it would appear that since these kingdoms exist in the last days, the beasts used to portray each one would be associated with those nations; therefore, one would be justified in seeking nations that are associated with a lion, an eagle, a bear, and the exotic leopard.
7:4 "The first was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. I kept looking until its wings were plucked, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man; a human mind also was given to it.  {d.a. + f.s.n. ym'd>q; former or first--insep.prep. K + m.s.n hyEr>a; like a lion--waw + insep.prep. l + 3 f.s.suff., lit. to it “it had”--f.p.n. @G: 3X, a wing--rel.part. yDi const. state, which were of--m.s.n. rv;n> 2X, eagle—Peal pf. 1 .s. hw"h] periphrastic; I became—Peal part.m.s. hz"x] looking–prep. d[; up to, until--rel.part. yDi not translated, which time—f.p.n.const. + 3ms suff. @G:  wings of it--Peil pf. 3m.p. jr;m. 1X, Hebrew term means to make smooth by pulling out, like hair, to pull out or pluck off; passive stem–waw + Peil pf. 3 f.s. lj;n>  feminine to agree with the word beast; passive, to be lifted up—insep.prep. !mi + d.a. + f.s.n. [r;a] the earth or ground—waw + Hophal pf. 3f.s. mWq causative passive stem; was caused to arise or stand—prep. l[; + f.dual.n. lg<r,  on two feet--insep.prep. K + m.s.n. vn"a/ a man, a person--waw + m.s.n.const. bb;l. heart, mind of—m.s.n. vn"a/ a man—Peil pf. 3m.s. bh;y> to give, passive stem, was given--insep.prep. l + 3 f.s.suff. to it, the lion beast}
Exposition vs. 4

1. The beasts of chapter seven are mentioned in the order in which Daniel observed them; there does appear to be some hierarchy but the reality is that the lion, bear, and leopard are three of the most notable apex predators.
2. The first beast Daniel observes is likely the one that arrested his attention, having the appearance of a lion with a pair of eagle’s wings on its back.

3. The lion is considered to be the king of the beasts of the earth, while the eagle is considered by most to be the ruler of the air; both offer a sense of majesty.
4. As Daniel keeps looking, suggesting a passage of some time, the lion has its wings torn off by some unseen outside force; the verb jr;m. (merat--pull off, pluck) is used in the Peil (the passive stem) and the forcible removal symbolizes the idea of a violent .  Rev. 18:21
5. Following the removal of the wings, the lion is lifted from the ground by an outside force; once again, the verb is in the Peil stem, which emphasizes an outside agent acting upon the subject.
6. Since both of these verbs deal with the rise or fall of nations, the passives should be understood as divine passives.

7. The lion appears to have lost some energy following the removal of the wings of the eagle; in fact, most interpreters understand this to connote a loss of power.
8. Although many of them identify this loss of power with Nebuchadnezzar and his bovine affliction, they do rightly recognize that the removal of the wings symbolizes a loss of both speed and range.
9. The transformation of the lion continues following the violent removal of its wings and an outside agent lifts it up and causes it to stand on two feet like a man.
10. After being stood upright, the lion is given the heart/mind of a man, suggesting a fundamental change in the nature of the lion.

11. This is clearly an improvement to its status as a beast; it is transformed into something that is more human and clearly superior to unthinking lower life forms.

12. Interpreters are almost unanimous in identifying this first beast as historic Babylon, correctly noting that a lion was used as a symbol for that nation and its king.

13. However, many interpreters lack, or at least seem to lack, the understanding that there are a number of Babylons in scripture.

14. There are at least three Babylons mentioned: historic Babylon (BH), religious Babylon (BR), and prophetic Babylon (BP), and these do not include the figurative uses of the word.  IPet. 5:13

a. There is plenty of biblical and historic evidence that validates the existence of historic Babylon, beginning with the tower.  Gen. 10:10, 11:9; IChron. 9:1; Ezra 1:1
b. Two distinct divisions, the political and the religious, characterized the Babylonian kingdom.
c. Both continued to exist in human history (not always in the same form) and religious Babylon, the mystery cult of the mother and son, now exists as the Roman Catholic Church.  Rev. 17:5

15. Prophetic Babylon must be identified as the United States, whose symbol is not the lion.  Rev. 18; Isa. 13,21,47; Jere. 50,51

16. In Ezekiel 17:3-6, the great eagle is directly identified as relating to historic Babylon; there is no doubt that the national symbol of the United States is the eagle.

17. Armed with this information, one can correctly interpret the symbolism of the first beast of Daniel 7; the lion refers to Great Britain and the eagle is the national symbol of the US.

18. The British relationship and reliance on the US will be forcibly concluded; their atheistic leadersiph and their their policies of humanistic socialism will be replaced with the principles of the truth.

19. The British Coat of Arms shows a lion standing and has many items that find their source in the Bible including the harp of David, symbolizing their historical understanding of and acceptance of the Davidic Covenant.

20. The lion as the king of the beasts is a very fitting symbol for Britain, who ruled an empire that spanned the globe at the height of its power; it was the empire on which the sun never set.
21. At its peak, the British Empire was the largest formal empire that the world had ever known, stretching all over the known world, and shaping it in numerous ways.

22. The British Empire included land in America, Canada, South America, Africa, Australia, India, Pakistan, Southeast Asia, and the Middle East, not to mention its local influence in Britain, Scotland, and Ireland.

23. The British Empire, when combined with American influence, has held sway over the globe since the late 18th century; the lion with the eagle’s wings is certainly a fitting symbol for that domination.

24. There is no question that the eagle is THE SYMBOL of the United States of America; in fact, it is the nation’s national bird, chosen on June 20, 1782 when the Great Seal was adopted.

25. The eagle is stamped on American money, and used in many places to symbolize the matter of authority.

26. The eagle represents freedom, living in solitary grandeur, having no one who is truly his equal and, as such, is used as the emblem of a country that promises freedom in word, thought, and opportunity.

27. The eagle is found on the Great Seal, showing its fully extended wings, having on his breast a shield with thirteen perpendicular red and white stripes, holding an olive branch in its right talon and a bundle of 13 arrows in its left.

28. It holds a scroll in its beak, inscribed with the motto, “E pluribus unum”, meaning out of many, one.
29. Having properly identified the United States with the eagle’s wings, the fact that those wings come from the lion is designed to portray the reality that America has its racial, cultural, legal, and political roots in another nation.  Jere. 50:12

30. The time lapse during which Daniel watched until the wings were torn off relates to the time the United States existed in human history as an entity separate from England; however, it originated in and maintained a relationship with the British Empire.

31. This nation was established on the principle of religious freedom and ultimately gained its freedom from Britain by means of a revolutionary war.

32. Like the lion, the British did not quickly or easily give up their claim to the new lands of America, which they viewed as a British settlement.

33. A series of important events (the Boston Massacre, the Boston Tea Party, and the Stamp Act) brought things to a head, and the Revolutionary War secured the independence of the colonies from the lion king.

34. The eagle, although now existing independently of the crown, still has its historical roots in England and has continued to maintain political, economic, and military relations.

35. The United States will continue to exist until such time as God can no longer tolerate the increasing evil in the nation.  Rev. 18:4-5
36. The wings are ripped off by an outside agent (God) and symbolizes the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline on the United States, which will be destroyed during the third year of Daniel's 70th week.  Isa. 13:6

37. The fact that the wings are removed and never mentioned again is analogous to the complete removal of the United States from the stage of history.  Isa. 13:20; Jere. 51:37-43

38. That the lion is devoid of power after the wings are removed illustrates that Britain had become dependent on the United States politically, economically, and militarily; it may also point to the shame, dismay, and humiliation mentioned in Jeremiah.  Jer. 50:12
39. However, once God removes this nation, Britain will be elevated as seen in the fact that the lion is lifted up and given the heart of a man.

40. This teaches that there will be a fundamental change in Great Britain that will surpass anything one has observed in recent history.
41. This change is indicative of the fact that there will be a significant amount of positive volition that surfaces and apparently many in that nation will orient to the truths of doctrine.

42. This change from a beast of prey into a human is designed to communicate the great spiritual transformation that will come to pass in the British Isles following the destruction of America.  Ezek. 36:26

43. In many cases, those who trust in something other than the Lord may find it easier to orient to the truth once that object of trust has been judged or removed.  Dan. 4:30-32
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